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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Sisitees tur tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
Bri “4 supply Bridgework. 

eigen The Conditions of Contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 
two o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, lst January, 1901, after which time 
no tender will be received. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 
Home Enquiries—A North of England firm who are already 
engaged in the importation of eggs, cheese, and butter, &c., are 


Enquiries 
Relating to Trade. 
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open to buy further supplies from Canada, and desire to be placed 
in communication with some large exporters in the Dominion. 

The na‘es of sound business firms in Canada who deal in mining 
materials, re asked for by the manufacturers of steel wire screening 
for gold mining. 

Two applications have been received for names of asbestos mine 
owners in Canada. 

The manufacturers of tinned, japanned, and enamelled hollow- 
ware who have shipped several consignments of enamelled ware to 
Canada, are anxious to push the business, and will be glad to hear 
from Canadian houses interested. 

The names of manufacturers of the various kinds of wood pulp 
and of oakum are asked for by a North of England firm. 

Enquiries——Enquiry is made by a Canadian corre- 
spondent for the London agents of Swedish makers of cream 
separators and other dairy machinery of the latest types. 

A correspondent in Montreal asks to be furnished with the 
names of automobile manufacturers in Great Britain desiring to 
be represented in Canada. 

A Canadian firm of cordage manufacturers who make quantities 
of trawl twine, will be glad to hear from importers of this class of 
goods in the United Kingdom. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enguiri Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating ‘aan , Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—The services of a reliable Canadian representa- 
tiye are sought by a London house dealing in teas. 

A Scotch cycle manufacturing company desires information as to 
the possibility of finding a market in Canada for its productions, 
and would like to hear from Canadian importers interested. 

A London house asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian producers of lard oil, for which article they possess a good 

ning. 

A London timber merchant, long established, desires to add a few 
descriptions of Canadian wood manufactures to his business, as 
he is of opinion that some could be advantageously worked through 
his connection. He asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian producers engaged in the export trade. 


Canadian Enquiries. — A Canadian manufacturer’s agent of 
experience reports that he could advantageously represent a first- 
class cutlery manufacturer. 

An Ontario timber firm is prepared to quote on specifications for 
southern oak. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

The following notices of tenders for various kinds of paper have 
been received at the Board of Trade from the Agent-General for 
South Australia 
Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 

Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. of Tuesday, 12th 

Printing Paper. March, 1901, for the supply and delivery at the 

Education Stores, Grote Street, or such other 

place in Adelaide as may be directed by the Board of Inspectors 
of Schools, of super-calendered fine printing :— 

1,200 reams double foolscap, 27 in. by 17 in., weight 24 Ibs. 

200 reams double demy, 224 in. by 35 in., weight 40 lbs. 

100 reams double crown, 30 in. by 20 in., weight 36 lbs. 

Thin transparent—200 reams double crown, 30 in. by 20 in., 
weight 12 lbs. ; 

Tenderers may quote for any of the above-mentioned articles, and 
the Supply and Tender Board reserve the right to accept a portion 
or the whole of any tender. 

Tenders should be indorsed “ Tender for printing paper, 
Education Department.” 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up to 3 o’clock p.m. of Tuesday, 12th 


Cartridge Paper. March, 1901, for the supply and delivery at the 


Education Stores, or such other place in 
Adelaide as may be directed by the Chairman of the Board of 
Inspectors of Schools, of cartridge paper :— 
200 reams double foolscap, 27 in. by 17 in., weight 42 lbs. 
200 reams double crown, 30 in. by 20 in., weight 55 Ibs. 
80 reams, 30 in. by 15 in., weight 41 lbs. 

Tenderers may quote for any of the above-mentioned articles, and 
the Supply and Tender Board reserve the right to accept a portion 
or the whole of any tender. 

The special attention of tenderers is directed to the fact that the 
cartridge paper supplied must be smooth on both sides, and have a 
surface as hard as that of the sample, so that it will bear an equal 
amount of rubbing with an eraser without injury to the surface. 

Tenders should be indorsed “ Tender for-cartridge paper, Educa- 
tion Department.” 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m., on Tuesday, 
Pressing Paper. 12th March, 1901, for the supply and delivery 
at the Education Stores, Grote Street, or such 
other place in Adelaide as may be directed by the Board of 
Inspectors of Schools, of :—- 
250 reams pressing paper, Caledonian grey, 16} in. by 20 in., 
weight 24 lbs. 


A 
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Tenders should be indorsed “Tender for pressing paper, 
Education Department.” 


The paper in each of the above instances must be packed in 
cases in the flat, each ream being separately tied up, and be of the 
specified weight to the ream of 480 sheets, exclusive of string and 
wrapper ; it must also, in the.case of the pressing paper, be free 
from lumps, and in every case, be equal in all respects to the 
samples to be seen and obtained at the office of the Board of 
Inspectors of Schools, Adelaide, where forms of tender and any 
information required may also be obtained. 

The whole of the paper must be manufactured in one lot, and 
delivery will be required in two shipments ; the first shipment of 
one-half of the quantity is to be delivered within eight months of 
the date of notice of acceptance of tender, and the second shipment 
of the remaining half within 10 months of such date, under a 
penalty in each case of 24 per cent. per month, or part of a month, 
for delay beyond the specified time. 

The paper is to be subject to the approval of the Board of 
Inspectors of Schools, whose decision in cases of dispute is to be 
considered final. 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due ful- 
filment of contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


NORWAY. 


With reference to a notice on p. 567 of the “ Board of Trade 

dating Ge the Journal ” for 13th inst., the Secretary of State 

Christiania Fire for Foreign Affairs has now received from 

Bricade H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, a copy of 

: the conditions and form of tender for the supply 

of articles required by the Christiania Fire and Engineer Brigade, 

as mentioned in the above notice. 

The form and conditions of tender may be examined on 

‘ personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders f from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
= Pee > Dredger. stating that tenders are invited by the Stavanger 

Harbour Authorities, not later than the 2nd 
ey: 1901, at noon, for the supply of a dredger of the “‘ Grab ” 


Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m, and 5 p.m. 
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SWEDEN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
for State from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, stating that 
Senhens Sor tenders are invited by the Swedish State 
Railways. Railways, to be received not later than the 
4th January, for the supply of steel girders. 
A copy of the specifications and form of tender may be examined 
on personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


DENMARK. 


The New York “ Engineering News” of 22nd ult. states that the 
Bri th Danish Government proposes to build a bridge 
over the Little Belt to cost 800,000. ‘The 
—_ structural work will be about 3,280 ft. long, 
but the actual length of the bridge will be only about 2,100 ft., 
the central span being 984 ft. The under part will be 164 ft. 
above sea level, and the supporting cables 123 ft. above the 
former. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Madrid Gazette” of 12th inst. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders, to be delivered prior to 
Preece aie 1 “on on the 14th prox. in the Municipal 
8 * Offices of the town of Ayamonte, in the 
province of Seville, for the establishment, and concession for 
20 years, of a system of electric lighting in the town named. The 
lighting power required by the municipality for its own uses is 
2,250 candles, and the upset price to be paid for the service is 
7,500 pesetas, or 223/. per annum. ‘The tariff which the contractor 
may make for the supply of light to private individuals is limited 

to the following maximum rates :— 
For every 5 candles light 2} pesetas or 1s. 54d. per month. 

4 » or ds. 
6 » or 3s. 


A deposit of 375 pesetas, or say 11/. 3s., has to be made before 
any tender can be considered by the Ayamonte Municipality. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains a notice calling for 


Content tenders, to be delivered up to 3 p.m. on 22nd 


January next, for the supply and insta!lation of 
for Elevator. an elevator in the edifice occupied by the Council 
of State in Madrid, at the upset price of 9,631°44 pesetas, or about 


A2 
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2871. The conditions and specification are to be seen in the 
Directorate-General of State Properties and Rights in Madrid. A 
deposit of 481-57 pesetas, or about 141. 7s., is required to accompany 
any tender. 


The same “ Gazette ” contains an announcement that an applica- 

a an tion, accompanied by a plan and the necessary 

Electric security, for a concession for an_ electric 

Tramway. tramway from Ferrol to Santa Maria de Neda, 

; has been made at the Directorate-General of 

Public Works in Madrid, and 30 days are allowed in which other 

applications for the concession on better terms and accompanied 
by the relative plans and security may be presented. 


The same “Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
delivered prior to noon on the 21st prox. at 
Contract for Madrid, in the Directorate-General of Local 


Administration, or in Valladolid, for the 
Valladolid. construction of the new municipal building in 


latter city. The upset price for the building is 
1,077,918°40 pesetas, or about 52,128/. 14s., and a provisional 
deposit of 5 per cent. of that sum is required to be made with 
any tender. 


The ‘‘ Madrid Gazette” of 16th inst. contains an announcement 
Gaia: toe calling for tenders for the construction of water 
Water Works. works for the town of Villarcayo (Province of 

* Burgos). Tenders are to be delivered prior to 
noon of 2nd February next in the municipal building of the town. 

The work includes piping the water from the spring known as 

Gazapillos, District of Escaiio, in the jurisdiction of Castillo la 

Vieja, together with the construction of six service fountains and 

one monumental fountain. The upset price is 70,346°30 pesetas, 

or about 2,096/., and the usual 5 per cent. provisional deposit has 
to be made with any tender. 


The “ Gazettes” containing the notices can be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BRAZIL. 


According to the “ Rio News” of 6th ult., a project is on foot for 

Electric Railway the construction of an electric railway from 

Seteaiion, Piracicaba to Villa Americana, in the State of 

Sto Paulo. The last-named station is in the 

old American colony of Santa Barbara. The estimated cost of the 

line is 2,500,000 dollars, and permission to construct it has been 
asked of the Sao Paulo Legislature. 
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ARGENTINA. 


According to the “Southern Cross” (Buenos Aires) the Govern- 

ment has resolved to erect on the lands close to 

Public Works. the port a live stock quarantine lazaretto and a 

bacteriological laboratory, which will cost about 

300,000 dollars, and will appoint from Argentina or elsewhere the 

technical officials who will have under their charge the direction 
of the lazaretto and laboratory. 


JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office 
Projected from the Acting British Consul at Yokohama 
Im ne ree in 2 printed copy of the “plan of the proposed 
i en improvements in the accommodation of the 
A dati Tokio Custom House,” which was _ issued 
were jon some months ago by the Director of Customs, 
ae together with a map illustrative of same. The 


improvements proposed are very extensive and will involve the 
supply of a large amount of iron, machinery, d&c. ; they will occupy, 
it is said, two and a half to three years to complete. The plan 
and map referred to may be seen by those interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m, 
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COMPETITION WITH BRITISH TRADE IN THE 
NETHERLANDS. 


In a recent memorandum on commerce in the Netherlands, Mr, 
W. S. H. Gastrell, the Commercial Attaché to the British Legation 
at the Hague, states as follows :— 

“From careful inquiries made as to the extent to which foreign 
trade is displacing British goods in Dutch markets, there appears 
to be a large amount of unnecessary encroachment often due to 
the apathy of some British manufacturers and exporters. In the 
van of our foreign competitors in this respect stands Germany. 
One reason for the extension of German commerce is, undoubtedly, 
the employment by British firms of foreigners for their commercial 
travellers on account of their better knowledge of foreign languages. 
Iam told on good authority that such travellers will produce to 
prospective customers the catalogues and price lists of their 
employers in the United Kingdom, but that when the would-be 
buyer complains of the high price of the articles, the» foreign 
traveller says he cannot sell them cheaper, but that he has another 
catalogue and price list with him of so-called Anglo-American 
goods. In reality they are often similar German goods of lower 
price and perhaps of inferior quality. The customer will, however, 
often prefer them to the better British goods at a higher price, and 
he thus gets into the habit of buying foreign goods instead of 
British as formerly. 

“Persons having local knowledge state that there are thre 
causes operating to facilitate the disposal of German as against 


British goods in Holland :— 

‘1. That the Germans have usually resident representatives in 
the country. 

“2. That they mostly pay the freights and duty on the goods 
ordered, included in the price quoted. 

“3. That the sum charged for packing and for the cases, &c., is 
considerably lower than that ordinarily charged by British firms 
for the same thing. 

“ Another minor point is that the invoices of goods from the 
United Kingdom often do not reach the consignees before the 
actual arrival of the goods in the Netherlands, which omission 
entails certain Customs difficulties, and may involve additional and 
otherwise avoidable expenses. Foreign firms are far more careful 
in this respect. 

“German and Belgian firms have been able to obtain important 
contracts in Holland, such as the gas and waterworks of Amsterdam, 
the gasworks of Rotterdam and Haarlem, though British firms were 
the first in the field with tenders. 

“It appears to be undesirable to tender much by letter from 
abroad. British firms who wish to obtain such contracts should 
send over some reliable person as their representative to himself 
look after the matter, and, if necessary, tender through a resident 
Dutchman. It is especially by employing Dutch engineers as 


; 
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intermediaries that certain foreign firms seem to have succeeded 
in obtaining extensive contracts in Holland, Foreigners can 


tender direct, but they must give, when doing so, some technical 
place of domicile in the Netherlands, usually bankers, and they 
have also to obtain as security two well-known householders, or 
persons known locally to the authorities. Such persons have also 
to sign the tenders. Bankers often supply firms tendering with 
such requisite securities for a charge of 1 per cent. on the value 
of the contract involved. The Netherlands Government and the 
municipal authorities also require some person directly represent- 
ing the firm to be resident in Holland, with power to decide all 
questions that may arise out of the contract, so as to avoid any 
loss of time by correspondence in cases of trouble or disputes. 
The persons tendering have also, if the tender be accepted, to 
deposit a certain percentage (fixed in the specification) of the 
value of the whole contract involved. 

“Tn late years the imports from Great Britain, especially in 
iron goods and materials for shipbuilding, have considerably fallen 
off as compared with those from Germany. German manufacturers 
have rapidly acquired a solid: reputation for their work, which was 
formerly looked upon with suspicion, and their products are now 
accepted as good without remark or query. It is only quite 
recently that the Dutch Admiralty and the more important ship- 
builders in Holland have taken to accepting the tenders of almost 
any German firm for materials, A few years ago it was only the 


best known German firms that could tender with any chance of 
success. So great is the reputation of German building yards at 
the present time, that a certain number of freight steamers are 
now ordered in Germany, whereas the orders used to go to the 
United Kingdom. These are changes that have come about in 
quite recent times. 

“There is, undoubtedly, abundant testimony to be found in 
the Netherlands that British commerce labours under some dis- 
advantages as compared with that of some foreign countries, also 
in other respects. Firstly, in Germany and Belgium, for instance, 
there is a much more methodical organisation than in the United 
Kingdom of certain trades, under which not only private persons 
but various associations connected with any given trade are toa 
considerable extent under the control of some central authority 
for that trade. An important result is an almost universal system 
of ‘standardising,’ which confers a distinct advantage on, and 
consequently preference for, goods produced under its regulations. 
It would be well were this advantageous system more followed in 
the United Kingdom. I am told that at a recent international 
congress at Zurich, where the question of the ‘standardising’ 
of the thread of screws was discussed, there was no representative 
of the large screw manufacturers of the United Kingdom. 
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“It is certain that British trade loses many orders in the Nether- 
lands from the fact of the metric system not having been adopted 
in the United Kingdom. It is said that some British firms will 
not even tender for orders given out in metric weights and 
measures. 

“The best opportunities for foreign firms to tender in the 
Netherlands usually occur for the erection of waterworks or 
gasworks. It will, therefore, be of interest to present a few 
remarks to show why British tenders for the materials required 
for them are not very successful. 

* As regards cast-iron pipes, British makers appear to be careless as 
to the perfection of the coating of the pipes. If this is not carefully 
done for water-pipes, the water becomes discoloured and gives an 
unpleasant taste. They are also not prompt as to time of delivery, 
and they do not take enough trouble to oblige Dutch customers in 
matters relating to the desired length of pipes and as to the form 
of the pipes required for special purposes. German and French 
firms, on the other hand, are most careful to do this; and they 
will also take orders for the delivery of what they call ‘ English 
pipes’ (1.e., pipes of usual English measurements). I am told that, 
with rare exceptions, British firms will not make pipes to foreign 
measurements such as are often wanted in Holland. 

“ Another point of some importance in this trade is the question 
of the percentage of breakages. It has been found that the pro- 
portion of such breakages of British pipes is 5 to 10 per cent., 
while that of German, French, and Belgian pipes is only 3 to 5 per 
cent. The reason for this considerable difference is stated to be the 
fact that those three foreign countries protect the spigot with a band 
of straw, and that British firms do not do soas a rule. 

“The gas-meter trade was formerly entirely in the hands of the 
British, but has been largely lost. 

“There is now at Dordrecht a branch ofa large French firm which 
not only supplies most of the meters required in the Netherlands, 
but also many orders for Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, which 
countries also formerly obtained them from the United Kingdom.” 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 543:) 
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The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a report by Mr. Seymour Bell, British Commercial Agent at 
Washington, on the use of labour-saving devices in American 
factories. 

Mr. Bell states that anyone visiting American factories cannot 
but be struck by three things which are very conspicuous. They 
are 

(1) The way in which machinery is used, and all sorts of devices 
are employed in order to save, wherever possible, manual labour ; 
(2) the division of labour; and (3) the methods employed for 
handling large quantities of material. 

Probably in no country in the world is the principle of division 
of labour carried out to a greater extent, or with greater success, 
than it is in the United States. That the results obtained justify 
the theory is too evident everywhere to be disputed. It is only 
necessary to visit, for instance, a musical instrument factory and 
see the thousands of instruments that are being made, and the 
millions of small pieces being handled which are necessary to 
complete them. Or again, a boot factory where some 400 hands 
are turning out as many as 3,000 pairs of boots and shoes a day. 

A conspicuous example is seen in the slaughter-houses, not only 
of the division of labour, but of the manner of handling large 
quantities in such a way as to produce the article at a compara- 
tively low price. 

Owing to the class of work at the slaughter-houses, it is not 
possible to employ any great quantity of machinery. The rapidity 
therefore with which the work is got through is most interesting 
and, at the same time, instructive. 

In one of these large establishments the beasts are killed at the 
rate of 225 an hour. They are felled, skinned, cut up and hung in 
the cooling room in 89 minutes and are handled by 20 men during 
that time. Hogs are killed at the rate of 550 an hour. They are 
handled by 125 men in 32 minutes. Sheep are killed at the rate 
of 620 an hour, the slaughtering and dressing occupying about 34 
minutes. After the animals are killed, the actual work that each 
man does on any one animal is astonishingly small. Each man 
has one particular thing to do to each animal, generally very little, 
and as soon as it is done he passes on to another animal where 
he does exactly the same thing, another man taking his place with 
the first animal. The work, in consequence, goes on like clock- 
work, and each man does what he has to do with absolute precision. 
There is never a stop, and the rapidity with which the work is 
done is due to its being divided up among so many who have 
become expert at their particular work. 

The above is merely given as an example of what may be 
accomplished by a proper division of labour under skilful manage- 
ment. 


‘ 
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The methods employed for handling large quantities of material 
have been brought to great perfection in the United States. 

Take, for example, the handling of grain. Over 300,000,000 of 
bushels of flour and grain of all sorts were received and shipped 
in Chicago during 1899. To handle this enormous quantity 
economically is, of course, of the utmost importance. A few 
particulars as to how this is done may therefore be of interest. 
The information is supplied by one of the largest concerns in 
Chicago, and may consequently be taken as a fair sample of them 
all. 

About 85 per cent. of the 300,000,000 bushels was carried by 
the different railroads, and the remainder arrived by water. 

When the grain arrives from the outlying districts it is stored 
in large warehouses until it is convenient to ship it. 

The trucks are run into the warehouses alongside the elevators. 
The trucks have an average capacity of about 900 bushels, and are 
. discharged by a couple of men in from 10 to 15 minutes. To 
assist them in discharging they use two flat wooden scrapers which 
are operated by ropes and pulleys from transmission in the 
warehouse. 

The grain falls at the foot of the elevators and is run up to the 
top of the house in steel buckets fixed on belts made of rubber and 
canvas. Each elevator carries from 8,000 to 15,000 bushels an 
hour. The number of elevators in each warehouse is, of course, 
regulated by the quantity of grain to be handled. 

About 18,000,000 bushels of grain annually pass through these 
particular warehouses,-and they have a storage capacity of about 
8,000,000 bushels, 

The warehouses are divided up into bins holding from 6,500 to 
30,000 bushels each, the more modern buildings being provided 
with larger bins than the older ones. 

When it is necessary to transport the grain along the level, that 
is to say, from one part of the building to another, without the 
necessity of using the elevators, it is carried on wide belting made 
of rubber and canvas. The grain is run out of hoppers on to the 
belts and is carried along to whatever part of the house it is required. 
These belts are capable of carrying from 15,000 to 20,000 bushels 
an hour. 

A large portion of the grain is passed through cleaners at the 
rate of from 800 to 1,000 bushels an hour. 

To operate all these elevators, belt transporters, cleaners and 
electric light machinery, there are three steam engines. One of 
1,400 h.p. of a vertical marine type, and two of the Corliss type of 
600 and 450 h.p. respectively. 

Vessels are loaded at the rate of 350,000 bushels per day of 10 
hours, and about 160 railway cars, averaging about 900 bushels 
each, can be loaded in the same time. 
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The charge for storing grain in these warehouses is three-fourths 
of a cent, about one-third of a penny, per bushel for the first 10 
days. This price includes the cost of discharging, storing, and 
loading. For every subsequent 10 days the sum of one-quarter of 
a cent, say half a farthing, per bushel is charged. 

The handling of coal cheaply is also a very important matter, 
and many diiferent methods are employed, and the following 
particulars of the means employed by a large retail house who 
handle about 1,100 tons of coal per day, give a fair idea of what is 
generally done. 

The vessels come alongside their wharf in the river, and are 
discharged by what is known as the “ Bridge Tramway ” system. 

On the quay are travelling piers to which are fixed arms which 
project over the vessels’ holds. As these arms are hinged to the 
piers they may be raised or lowered as required. From the 
extreme end of the projecting arm is lowered a grab bucket, similar 
to a Priestman grab, worked by a steam winch and wire rope. 
The winch is situated on the top of the travelling pier. When the 
grab fills itself and is hauled up, it attaches itself automatically to 
a small trolley which runs on rails on or up the projecting arm 
and discharges itself into hoppers. From here the coal is taken by 
chain conveyors into the warehouse. It is again taken by other 
conveyors, when required, to the screeners, and from there loaded 
on to carts or railway trucks. All the work is done mechanically. 

Large iron scrapers or shovels are used in the vessels’ holds for 
bringing the coal to the grabs when the ships are nearly discharged. 
The scrapers are driven from a separate winch on shore by means 
of pulleys and ropes led down into the holds. The same apparatus 
is sometimes used for trimming the coal in the warehouses. 

By this system they are able to discharge the vessels at the rate 
of over 3,000 tons in 15 hours, and at a cost of 1% cents, or less 
than a penny per ton. On this wharf there are seven projecting 
arms. 

The number of men employed in discharging does not exceed 
12, and the total number employed in the whole yard, handling 
about 1,100 tons per day, does not exceed 30. 

Bridge tramway plants and cantilever cranes are very largely 
used. 

Cantilever cranes were used on the works of the Chicago 
drainage canal, a work of some magnitude, and did good work. 
Eight of them removed during one month 115,000 cubic yards of 
material. The length of cantilever used was 353 ft. over all, 
mounted on trucks with a wheel base of 37 ft. 

The following particulars of one of the large American bridge 
works show what may be done when labour-saving machinery is 
used wherever possible :— 

The total number of employés, including the clerical staff, is 850. 
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The quantity of material turned out is, approximately, 40,000 
tons per annum. 

During October of this year they turned out 4,300 tons, and are 
endeavouring to average for the whole year 4,000 tons per month. 

They only make bridges, turntables, and similar class of goods. 

‘ Nothing but open hearth steel is used. Quality for quality, it 
comes out cheaper than Bessemer. 

Here again one sees only the most modern machinery, multiple 
punching machines, drills, &c. The whole of the machinery is 
driven by electricity. Each of the larger machines has its separate 
motor. The drilling machines, of which there are some 70, are 
driven by three motors. One man takes charge of two or three 
drilling machines. 

Oil furnaces are used for making and heating rivets, and 
pneumatic rivetters, chippers, &c., are largely used. 

The bridgework, &c., is painted by means of a spray of paint 
propelled on the ironwork through rubber hose by compressed air. 

No stock of bridgework is kept, but every means is used to turn 
it out rapidly. 

The manufacturers supply to the eastern railroad companies the 
designs of the bridges that they require, but the western roads 
supply their own designs, which of course must be adhered to. 
The former plan is naturally preferred by the manufacturers, as 
they can then supply their stock patterns. The general design of 
the western bridges, however, do not vary very much. 


‘s 
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The following article on the cottonseed industry of the United 
States is based on an extract from the “ Galveston News” of the 
18th ult. sent to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Galveston. 

There is probably no great industry in America about which so 
little is known by the general public as that of cottonseed. Twenty 
years ago cottonseed was thrown away. ‘To-day, although the 
business is but in its infancy, there are more than 500 mills in the 
south that represent an investment of probably 5,000,000/., while 
the value of the products of these mills is in excess of 10,000,0001. 
per year. 

In olden times cotton planters looked upon the surplus seed as 
one of the burdens they could not escape. They burned the stuff, 
used it to fill low spots in the field, paid to have it hauled away, 
and were glad to get rid of it. There is a tradition that the 
Legislature of Texas passed a law making it a penal offence to 
dump cottonseed in streams. However that may be, the law is now 
a dead letter, for farmers are not addicted to the habit in these days. 

To-day the cotton oil mills of Texas are paying from 12 dols. to 
14 dols. per ton for cottonseed. That would mean 6 dols. to 7 dols. 
per bale of cotton if all the seed were sold. To make one bale of 
500 pounds of cotton the pickers gather 1,500 to 1,600 pounds of 
lint and seed, the seed weighing twice as much as the lint which 
adheres to it. A small portion is retained for planting, some is kept 
for stock feeding, a considerable quantity is wasted. The authorities 
say that not one half the seed is sent to the mills to be crushed. 

Mills in Operation.—A census of the cotton oil mills of America 
would probably show between 500 and 600 in operation, and a 
large number in course of erection. From one of the most complete 
lists obtainable, the division of mills in operation is given as 
follows :—Texas, 130 ; Oklahoma, 7 ; Indian Territory, 9; Arkansas, 
25; Alabama, 40 ; Georgia, 68 ; Louisiana, 33 ; Mississippi, 65 ; 
North Carolina, 32 ; South Carolina, 66 ; Tennessee, 25; Florida, 
3; and Virginia, 1.’ This makes a total of 504. 

"The American Cotton Oil Company controls the largest number 
of mills in the South. It operates in the separate States under 
distinct names. In Texas it is officially known as the National 
Cotton Oil Company, in Louisiana it is the Union Oil Company, 
in Mississippi it is the Mississippi Cotton Oil Company, in 
Arkansas it is the Arkansas Cotton Oil Company, and in South 
Carolina and North, Carolina it takes the name of the State to 
start its official style. In Texas the American Cotton Oil Company 
operates six mills, one at Houston, one at Seguin, one at Denison, 
one at Texarkana, one at Waco, and one at Hearne. 

Next to the American Cotton Oil Company in point of operation 
comes the Southern Oil Company. The headquarters of this Cor- 
poration is at Philadelphia. Its system seems to be to divide its 
mills in sets of two, and have each set under one management. 
The Houston and New Orleans mills are under one management ; 
so are the mills of Savannah and Atlanta; so are the mills of 
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Littlerock and Newport, Arkansas. This company, in addition to 
the plants named, owns mills at Memphis, Montgomery, and 
various other places in the cotton belt. 

All the great packing house people are largely interested in 
cottonseed mills, and use great quantities of the oil in the making 
of compound lard and the many substitutes for butter. Their 
business in cottonseed products, however, does not compare with 
that of England and Germany, which countries are the largest 
customers of the mills. The exporting of cottonseed oil and cake 
is now only second in importance to cotton itself at most of the 
Southern ports, and an immense business is being developed. 
France and Italy are purchasers of cottonseed oils. 

The French industry in the making of oils from the crushing of 
the African and East Indian ground nut has seriously fallen off, 
cottonseed oil having supplanted the ground nut oil, and shiploads 
of partially refined oils go each season from Galveston and New 
Orleans to Marseilles to be again refined and perfected by the 
process so well known to the French manufacturers. ‘lo Genoa a 
considerable quantity of cottonseed oil goes each year, which comes 
back, it is alleged, as pure olive oil. 

Texas makes more out of cottonseed than the other States. In 
the South Atlantic States, where the soil has been worn out by 
excessive cultivation, the meal is used in large quantities as a 
fertilizer. In Texas there has been no necessity for reinforcing 
the soil, so the entire cottonseed product is put upon the market. 

Statistics in regard to the export of cottonseed products are not 
complete. Through the port of Galveston in the season of 
1897-1898 (the commercial year for cotton is from Ist September 
to 3lst August) there were exported 212,596 tons of cottonseed oil 
cake and meal. In the season of 1898-1899 these exports reached 
248,702 tons. In the season of 1899-1900 the total was 
187,326 tons. 

The cotton crop of 1899-1900 was very short. That is the 
explanation of the falling off in shipments. In the shipments of 
cottonseed oil the season of 1899-1900 was the largest on-record, 
despite the short crop. One firm of shipbrokers dealt with more 
than 30,000 barrels, mostly consigned to Rotterdam. 

The oil is the most valuable product of the crushed seed. The 
average of the Texas mills is 35 to 40 gallons (74 pounds to the 
gallon) per ton of seed crushed. But if the oil is valuable, so is 
every particle of the residue, the pulp making the meal and cake, 
useful for cattle-food and fertilizer, the hulls good either for fuel or for 
coarse fodder, the ashes of hulls making a very rich phosphoric acid 
and potash fertilizer, and the refined oil being excellent for soaps. 

The cotton oil is purely vegetable, and enters in the manufacture 
of innumerable products from butter to candles, and from dyes to 


paints and general oils. 


. 
a 
‘ 
q 
“ 


Dec. 20, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 6390 


SHIPPING TRADE OF PORT NATAL. 


The report of the Port Captain of Port Natal for the year 1899, 
as published in the ‘“‘ Natal Mercury” for the 23rd ult., gives a series 
of figures which show the growth in importance of Port Natal. 
Dredging operations were carried on which removed 255,800 tons. 
from outside the breakwater, 97,900 tons from section A of the 
Bluff Channel, and 2,521,165 tons from various portions of the 
harbour, a gross total of 2,874,865 tons of “ spoil,’—bringing up 
the grand total of the dredged spoil during 1890-1899, to 
15,866,658 tons. These operations have succeeded in increasin 
the depth of water in the bar channel (low water, spring tides) 
from 6 ft. in 1884, and 10 ft. 6 in. in 1890, to 20 ft. 4 in. in 
December, 1899, with an average depth of 19 ft. 74 in. throughout 
the year. The maximum draught across the bar during the year 
was 22 ft. 6 in. by six steamers, and 23 ft. 5 in. by three sailing 
vessels. Under these conditions, 672 steamers and 81 sailing 
vessels crossed the bar, the steamers’ average tonnage being 2,055 
tons, against an average of 1,102 tons in 1894; while the sailing 
vessels averaged 792 tons, against 495 tons in 1894, the total 
tonnage of the various vessels entering the harbour being as follow :— 


Tons. 
Sailing vessels... 99,075 
Total ... 1,147,636 


Total tonnage to outer anchorage 615,734 tons. Gross total of 
1,763,370 tons. Reckoning a cone day at 12 hours, the bar was 
impassable on only seven and two-third days, and dangerous for but 
23 days during the year, against 19} days and 30? days respectively 
during the previous year. There were no wrecks among shipping 
on the coast, the only loss being the foundering of a lighter, when 
no lives were lost; consequently the services of the lifeboat and 
rocket crews were not called on. ‘The total value of the port dues 
collected amounted to over 32,148/., while other sources of revenue 
yielded 6,8781., making together 38,5271. as the year’s receipts, 
being an increase of 2,675/. over the amount collected during the 
previous year. Some 734 ships are reported to have brought to 
the port 1,397,306 tons of merchandise, the declared value of 
which amounted to 5,354,248/., while 716 ships left the port, 
carrying Colonial goods to the value of 1,122,365/., and non-Colonial 
goods valued at 1,905,298/. 

The wharfmaster’s returns show that 521,135 tons of imported 
goods have been dealt with, 480,475 tons inside, and 34,029 tons 
at the outer anchorage ; and 13,597 passengers left the port, and 
23,869 persons landed. Of these 20,895 were Europeans, 752 
natives, 424 free Indians, 1,331 indentured Indians, 12 Chinese, 
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and 455 Malays. The principal Colonial products exported during 
the year were: Bark, 158,150 bales; coal, 171,621 tons; fruit, 
19,954 packages; hides, 13,066 bales; horns, 652 bales; mohair, 
1,843 bales; preserves, 4,804 packages ; skins, 5,208 bales ; sugar, 
9,148 tons; tea, 1,941 cwt.; tobacco, 2,486 lbs.; and wool, 54,823 
bales. As examples of the despatch given to shipping in the 
port, several instances are quoted, in which the average daily 
quantity of cargo discharged works out at 599 tons, and in the case 
of the S.S8. “Bulawayo,” 2,796 tons register, it only took four days 
to discharge the cargo at an average speed of 1,225 tons per day. 


TRADE OF ROUMANIA WITH, AND THROUGH, 
HOLLAND. 


A despatch, dated 29th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bucharest enclosing an extract 
from the ‘“ Curierul Financier” of 25th ult., which shows the steady 
increase of commerce during the past 10 years between Roumania 
and Holland. The extract states that although the year 1899 was 
an unfavourable one for the foreign trade of Roumania owing to 
the agricultural crisis, the trade with Holland shows an increase as 
compared with 1898. The imports of merchandise into Roumania 
from Holland, which, in 1898, were valued at 3,322,647 fr. 
(133,000/.), reached a value of 4,628,726 fr. (185,149/.) in 1899. As 
regards quantity, the imports increased from 48,661 tons, or 5°51 
per cent. of the total, to 58,984 tons, or 7°47 per cent. The exports 
of Roumanian produce to Holland, which, in 1898, amounted to 
31,615 tons, valued at 3,389,140 fr. (136,0001.), rose, in 1899, to 
56,717 tons, valued at 4,359,405 fr. (174,000/.). This increase is 
mainly due to the line of Roumanian Government steamers established 
between that country and Rotterdam by which German coal and 
other products are sent to Roumania by the Rhine and Rotterdam. 
The imports of coal from Germany in 1898 were valued at 304,703 
fr. (12,000/.), and those from Holland at 1,341,396 fr. (54,000/.). 
These latter figures should, of course, be attributed entirely to 
Germany, Holland being only a transit country as far as coal is 
concerned. ‘This is also the case with German iron, which is all 
sent by way of Rotterdam. 

Imports cf manufactured articles made in Holland amounted 
in value in 1899 to 339,873 fr. (14,000/.), as against 404,225 fr. 
(16,0007.) in 1898. Oils, greases, &c., imported have increased 
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from 450,221 fr. (18,0001.) in 1890 to 538,223 fr. (21,000/.) 


in 1899, 


As regards the exports to Holland in 1899 the following table 
shows the quantity and value of the principal articles as compared 


with the figures for 1898 :— 


| 1898, 1899, 
Articles. 
° | Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
| 
| Tons. Francs. Tons. Francs. 
Maize 5,733 458,666 9,446 755,649 
7,536 735,612 5,900 590,014 
Corn... wine 3,885 544,019 3,749 524,921 
Barley and malt 8,039 643,136 6,479 518,367 
Reeds and rushes ... 14,108 403,092 
Oil seeds... bits 432 108,187 1,524 381,243 
Wood of all kinds for in- 1,888 151,064 2,929 234,345 
dustrial purposes. 
Oats ... es ee oes! 725 58,000 2,742 219,492 
Firewood ... ale ame 1,761 35,232 6,194 123,884 
Bran 946 56,799 1,782 196,349 
Wheat meal eas 25 7,500 1,282 38,474 


As regards the export of meal, which 
increase, the Roumanian Consul-General 


shows such a marked 
at Rotterdam in his 


report says that Roumanian millers can only develop trade with 
Holland by conforming to the customs of Dutch towns, by 
having active and reliable representatives, and by always making a 
uniform quality of meal in order to gain the confidence of Dutch 


consumers, 
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CEYLON. 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette” for the 8th ult. contains a> 
, copy of an Ordinance (No. 13 of 1900) enacted 

— = Governor of on the ult., 
adie amending Ordinances No. 17 of 1869, No. 11 

Rageles of 1891, and No. 18 of 1896, relgting to the 
Customs Regulations of the Colony. 

The following section has been substituted for section 80 of 
Ordinance No. 17 of 1869 (the Ceylon Customs Ordinance) :— 

** All goods or merchandise which shall be lodged in any Queen’s 
“warehouse under the provisions of this Ordinance, not being 
“‘ goods seized as forfeited to Her Majesty, shall, when landed, 
“ continue and be subject and liable to such and the same claim 
“ for freight and general average in favour of the master, owner, 
“ or agent of the respective ship, or of any other person interested 
“in the freight or general average, from which such goods or 
“ merchandise shall have been so landed, as such goods or mer- 
“ chandise respectively were subject and liable to before the 
landing thereof. 

“The Collector is hereby authorised and required, upon due 
“ notice in writing given to him by such master, owner, agent, or 
‘* other person as aforesaid, specifying the particulars of the goods 
“ and requiring the goods or any portion thereof to remain subject 
“ to a lien for freight, primage, general average, or other charges, 
“‘ to detain and keep in the Queen’s warehouse the whole or such 
“portion of such goods, not being seized as forfeited to Her 
“« Majesty, until he receives notice in writing that the said charges 
“ are paid. 

“ The Collector shall not be bound to see to the validity of any 
“ lien claimed by any master, owner, agent, or other person as 
“ aforesaid. 

“ Tf any goods or merchandise deposited as aforesaid be left in 
“any Custom House or Queen’s warehouse for a longer period than 
“ninety days from the date of landing, such goods shall, after 
“ public advertisement, be sold by public auction, either for home 
“ use or exportation, and the proceeds thereof applied first to the 
“‘ payment of the duties due thereon, the warehouse rent, and 
‘* expenses of sale, then to the payment of the freight, primage, 
“ general average, and charges claimed as aforesaid, and the over- 
“ plus, if any, shall be paid to the proprietor of the goods; but if 
“« there be no such proprietor, such overplus shall be paid into the 
“ Treasury, and if not claimed within one year from the date of the 
“ sale of such goods, such overplus shall be brought to account as 
“revenue; provided that goods of a perishable nature or in a 
*‘ damaged condition may, after public advertisement, be sold 


= 

aq 

q 


Dec. 20, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 643 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


“ forthwith, and if not saleable may be destroyed, and neither the 
“ proprietor nor claimant of the freight, primage, general average, 
“and charges as aforesaid, due on any goods sold or destroyed as 
“ aforesaid, shall have any claim on the Collector for or on account 
“thereof. The Collector shall not be required to detain for freight, 
“ primage, general average, or charges as aforesaid, horses, cattle, 
“or other live stock, unless proper provision be made by the 
“* person detaining the same for the feeding, care, and housing of 
“ such live-stock.” 

Section 4 of Ordinance No. 11 of 1891, authorising the Governor 
to prohibit, for specified periods, the exportation of hides and horns 
of spotted deer and sambur, has been amended so as to make the 
prohibition refer only to exports “for commercial or trade 
purposes.” 

In section 2 (a) of Ordinance No. 18 of 1896, defining for 
Customs purposes the meaning of the term “the wholesale 
“market value,” the phrase ‘ wholesale cash price” has been 
substituted for ‘wholesale cost price.” The section referred to 
consequently now reads as follows :— 

“2. For the purposes of the Ordinance No. 17 of 1869, the 
“ term ‘true wholesale market value’ shall mean— 

‘“‘(a) The wholesale cash price, less trade discount, for which 
“ goods of the like kind and quality are sold, or are capable of 
“being sold, at the time and place of importation without any 
“abatement or deduction whatever except of the amount of the 
“ duties payable on the importation thereof ; or 

“*(b) Where such price is not ascertainable, the cost at which 
“ goods of the like kind and quality could be delivered at such 
“ place without any abatement or deduction except of the duties 
“ as aforesaid.” 


CANADA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of a Memorandum 
ti issued by the Canadian Customs Department 
Rapeations on to containing regulations relative to the granting, 
by Canadian Customs Officials, of Landing 
certain Landing Ciortificates for the cancellation of Foreign 
Caqnaies. Customs or Excise Bonds, The following is the - 
text of these regulations which are to come into force on the Igt 
prox. :— 
“No fees shall be collected or charges made by Customs Officers 
“ for the granting of Landing Certificates for the cancellation of 
“ Foreign Customs or Excise Bonds in any case when any such 
“ certificate shall be presented for signature at the time of the 
“ entry of the goods to which it relates. 
‘*In the case of Landing Certificates not so presented at time 


Fees for Issue of 
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“‘ of entry, but presented for signature at any time thereafter, a fee 
“of 10 cents may be charged for the granting of each such 
“ certificate. 

** All such fees shall be included in the monthly return of extra- 
service payments. 

“ A record of Landing Certificates granted for the cancellation 
“of Foreign Customs or Excise Bonds shall be kept at each 
** Customs Port, and the issue of such certificates shall be noted on 
“the invoice, for attention in appraising the goods for duty pur- 
‘* poses on account of drawback or sale ‘ ex-bond.’ 

“The Landing Certificates aforementioned are usually granted 
“ only at the port where the goods are entered for consumption or 
‘‘ for warehouse ; but if such certificates for any proper reason be 
“ granted at another port in Canada, the Collector granting the 
“ certificate shall forward a copy thereof by mail without delay to 
“the Collector at the Canadian port where the goods are to be 
‘‘entered for consumption or for warehouse, for attention in 
“ appraising the goods for duty purposes.” 


FRANCE. 


With reference to notices which have previously appeared in the 
. “ Board of Trade Journal” relative to the French 
Certificates of 


Oricin f import duties leviable on “colonial produce ” 
= waarsed other than sugar and its derivatives, cocoa and 
p siaen” tobacco, and especially to the notice at pp. 


758-9 of the “ Journal” for the 27th September 
last, respecting the certificates of origin which were to be required 
for these goods on and after the 15th inst., the French Customs 
Department have notified their officials that, provisionally, proof of 
origin is not to be demanded in the case of “ colonial produce ” of 
countries in Asia, Africa and Oceania if imported direct from such 
countries. Accordingly, certificates of origin will only be required 
for “colonial produce” from the Continent of America (including 
the Antilles) and from European countries. 

Moreover, as the only “colonial produce” at present subjected 
to the French Maximum Tariff is that of Venezuelan origin, and as 
exports from Venezuela consist almost entirely of coffee in the bean 
and Tonka beans, proof of origin will be required only in the case 
of the articles named coming from the American Continent, the 
Antilles Islands, or from Europe, if their admission into France is 
sought to be effected under the Minimum Tariff. 


The Monthly Circular of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Paris for December contains the following list 

Customs Decisions. of recent Decisions affecting the application of 
the French Customs Tariff :— 


A 
| 


Dec. 20, 1900.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 645 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Waterproof Cotton Canvas.—Thick cotton canvas, made water- 
proof by a preparation of the pegamoid kind, but containing no 
celluloid, and the varnished side of which is grained or chagrined, 
like the leather technically known as “ pantasole,” is classed as 
* oil-cloth other than for packing,” dutiable at the rate of 40 francs 
per 100 kilogs. net. 


Cotton Cloth Glazed (percaline), made waterproof by a pegamoid 
preparation and gauffered, is classed as ‘“‘ glazed calico for book- 
“ binding, dyed or printed, and gauffered ”—duty 140 franes per 
100 kilogs. net. 


Black-plate Drums used for the Inside Lining of Cases containing 
Arsenic.-—The top and bottom of these drums, instead of being 
soldered on, are only hooked on to the body of the drum and can 
be taken off for emptying the arsenic without spoiling the drum. 
It is considered that these packing drums have a mercantile value, 
and it has therefore been decided that in future they will have to 
be declared and taxed separately, being classed as “ untinned 
* household wares and other articles of iron, steel, or black sheet 
* jron not specially tariffed ”—duty 14 francs per 100 kilogs. net. 

Nutritious Salt extracted from Plants is to be dutiable as 
“ prepared spices ” at the rate of 25 francs per 100 kilogs. net. 

Steel Rods and other Material, used for sounding in mines, are 
to be classed as “general machinery,” dutiable at the rate of 10 
francs per 100 kilogs. net. 

Cotton Stearine, extracted from the residuum of cotton oil, is to 
be dutiable as “ pure cotton oil” at the rate of 6 francs per 100 
kilogs. gross. 

Advertising Posters, made up of a chromo en paper pasted upon 
a wooden back and enclosed in a wooden frame, are to be subject to 
duty as “‘ toys” at the rate of 60 francs per 100 kilogs. 


Kustner’s Cold Tables.—Iron or cast-iron hollow tables used for 
cooling boiling sugar in sugar refineries, are to be classed as 
general machinery "—duty 10 frances per 100 kilogs. net. 


PORTUGAL—(PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA). 


The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo” for the 4th inst. contains a 
aa copy of a Royal Decree, dated the 8th October 

Portuguese Colony of St. Thomé. 

Pent ihe tel With regard to the storage of goods in Cus- 
at St. Thomé toms Warehouses, the Decree provides that goods 

. ‘ imported in bulk, salt, cement, lime, wood in the 
rough, and other building materials shall not be admitted into such 
warehouses. The storage of the following goods in Customs war:- 


| 
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houses is also prohibited :—Acetate of iron; concentrated acetic acid; 
phenic, citric, sulphuric, chlorhydric, and hydro-fluosilicic acids ; 
spirits in casks or barrels; essence of terebinthine ; tar and pitch ; 
alkalis, solid or liquid ; alcohol; gun-cotton and gun-powder; alum- 
inated alkalines; ammonia; rope-torches and gimilar articles; 
benzine ; collodion and other products compounded with alcohol and 
ether; creosote; dynamite; sulphur; methylated spirits; fuses of all 
kinds ; essences or ethers of petroleum and gas or gasoline ; quick 
matches ; ethers; felts covered with tar; rockets and other fire- 
works; hypo-chlorides; naphtha; nitro-benzine ; nitro-cellulose ; 
mineral oils ; phosphoric wicks; phosphorus; picrates of potash 
and ammonia ; potassium ; loaded projectiles; sodium ; sulphuret 
of carbon ; terebinthine ; prepared dyes; varnish in metal casks 
or barrels. 

The prohibition is not applicable to compounds containing alcohol, 
ether, or mineral oils, when imported in vessels holding not more 
than one litre. 


ITALY. 
The Italian “Bollettino di Legislazione Doganale” for the 
September quarter contains a Circular, dated 


Application of = i, 27th July last, notifying Italian Customs 


a officers that the General Tariff is to be applied 
Pebiaste in future to goods of Canadian origin imported 


into Italy, and that Canadian ships are to be 
excluded from the privileges in respect of navigation accorded con- 
ventionally to vessels of other nationalities. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 416-418 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for the 22nd ult., 
Consular Invoices. relative to the regulations recently issued by 
the Brazilian Government affecting Consular 
invoices for goods imported into Brazil, the Board of ‘Trade have 
now received, through the Foreign Office, a complete translation 
of the regulations in question. 

The following particulars may be added to the information 
already published on this subject :— 

In the absence of Brazilian Consular authorities at the port of 
shipment or point of overland despatch, the consignees must 
deliver, in-place of Consular invoices, duplicate bills of lading, one 
of which must bear a stamp of the value of 5 milreis, gold, corre- 
sponding to that of the Consular invoice. 
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All merchandise imported directly for the service of the Republic 
must be accompanied by Consular invoices, but no fees are payable 
thereon. The same ryle is applicable in the case of goods imported 
by Diplomatic Agents accredited to the Brazilian Government, and 
by ships of war of friendly Powers lying in Brazilian harbours. 

With regard to the legalisation of invoices a special provision 
has been made to the effect that, so long as the Consular officer at 
Manchester be not a Brazilian Foreign Office official (Consul de 
carreira), invoices of goods shipped at that port may be legalised at 
that Vice-Consulate or at the Consulate at Liverpool, as desired. 

Documents in proof of the origin of merchandise are to be 
legalised by Consuls free of charge, and invoice forms in Portuguese 
are to be furnished by Consuls gratis to merchants or shippers. 

Any of the following documents are to be accepted by Consuls 
as sufficient proof of origin :— 

1. A certified invoice of the manufacturer of the goods. 

2. A certificate from the Port or Custom House Authorities 
at the port of shipment, declaring that the goods were not shipped 
in transit, or from local bonded stores. 

3. Failing the above, any other documents proving the origin of 
the goods may be presented to be viséd. 

In case of over or short shipment of goods, a fresh invoice, with 
three copies, must be drawn up, having “ Revised Invoice No....” 
written across it in redink. Ifthe over or short shipment is verified 
after the manifest is closed, the captain of the ship carrying the 
goods must make a declaration to that effect when he receives the 
Customs visit. 

Should no Consular authority exist at the port of shipment, or 
when, for any other reason, no invoices accompany the merchandise, 
the captain of the ship must deliver to the Custom House at the 
port of destination of the merchandise, within 24 hours of 
the arrival of the ship, a duplicate copy of his manifest, in addition 
to that already required of him under the New Consolidated 
Customs Law, which shall be forwarded at the earliest opportunity 
to the Commercial Statistics Bureau in Rio de Janeiro. 

The complete translation of the Regulations, with a copy of the 
form in which the invoices are to be prepared and the list containing 
the official nomenclature for the description of merchandise in such 
invoices, may be consulted by persons interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, No. 50, 
Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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PERU-BOLIVIA. 

A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Agreement Foreign Office, of an Agreement between the 
lative to Governments of Peru and Bolivia, signed on 
Gadiaeene of the 3rd July last, providing that certificates of 
Orici origin or nationality issued by the Consuls 
gin. of the contracting countries shall be sufficient 
to prove the origin of goods imported into either country from the 
other. For issuing these certificates Consuls may only levy a fee 
of 2 sols of 24 pence. It is further agreed that the production of 
Consular invoices, as well as of all other necessary documents, may 
be demanded with a view to the preparation of commercial 
statistics or for any other object, provided that no additional 

charge is made upon commerce. 
This Agreement was sanctioned and ordered to be put into force 
by a Decree of the Bolivian Government, issued on the 7th July, 
and by a Decree of the Peruvian Government, dated the 20th of 


that month. 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The report on the Straits Settlements for 1899, published by the 
Effects of the Colonial Office, states that the doubling of the 
Shippi German European line, and the purchase of 
the Bangkok-Singapore fleet of 11 vessels, 

and other extensions of German shipping in 
Eastern waters, has probably been much hastened, if not directly 
caused, by the large profits now being realised by members of 
the Shipping Conference. This conference is a confederation of 
all the regular lines of steamers running between China and 
Europe. They fix the rates of freight, and allow to all merchants 
shipping exclusively by Conference steamers a rebate of 10 per cent. 

This rebate is paid at the end of each year, and is forfeited if the 
merchant ships goods by any outside steamer, or otherwise breaks 
the Conference regulations. The result, of course, is that all must 
ship by Conference steamers, as other boats are few and uncertain. 
The effect of the Conference is stated to have raised freight to London 
from a normal rate of from 23s. to 27s. a ton to one from 37s. 6d. 
to 52s. 6d. Freights, when the Conference started, had, owing to 
excess of competing tonnage, dropped. as low as 15s. per ton, and 
even less in some cases. ‘his led to the Conference, and, though 
its members are now profiting largely by the high freights they 
receive, its effects are likely to be very injurious to British trade. 

Some of the effects so far have been— 

(a) The rapid extension of German shipping in the far East. 

(6) Rise in the price of coal, owing to colliers being unable to 
obtain return freights from conference ports. This will probably 
cause, and perhaps has already caused, steamers to avoid coaling 
at Singapore where possible. 

(c) The extinction of shipments via the Cape of Good Hope, 
which is forbidden by the conference. 

(d) The restriction of all trade with Europe to steamers of the 
Conference lines. . 

(e) Lower rates of freight to countries to which Conference 
regulations do not extend. Thus, freights to London and Europe 
are from 50 per cent. to nearly 100 per cent. dearer than to New 


York, though the distance is much less. 


Attention is also called, in the report above referred to, to the fact 
Difficulty in ‘that a correct estimation of the trade of the 
tl Straits Settlements with the different countries 

nates of Europe is becoming impossible, owing to 


penny on the practice of optional bills of lading bein 
aya extensively adopted. Where goods are export 
under optional bills of lading, the country first mentioned is credited 
with their contents, and there exist at present no means of ascer- 
taining the actual destination of the goods. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: j 


650 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Dee. 20, 1900, 


Shipping and Transport. 


BELGIUM. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office by the British Vice-Consul at 
Inland Ghent, allusion is made to the facility for inland 
Navigation. ’ transport supplied by the network of rivers 
and canals traversing the industrial districts of 
the two Flanders and the Hainaut provinces connecting them with 
Ghent town and port. In 1899 a total of 16,552 river and canal 
craft, with a tonnage of 2,366,341 tons, arrived at Ghent, includ- 
ing 4,355, of 604,624 tons, which entered the docks in direct 
relation to the general shipping. The same report states that the 
number of deep-sea craft which arrived at the port of Ghent during 
the year 1899 was 952 vessels, with a tonnage of 617,276 tons, 
of which 101 were sailing vessels (80,383 tons) and 851 steam 
vessels (586,893 tons). (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,540.) 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the article on German Canals, published on 
Traffic on pp. 551-2 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 
14th June last, and to subsequent notices on 


oe * p. 825 and pp. 383-4 of the issues for 9th 


August and 16th August respectively, a report dated 30th October 
last by the United States Consul at Coburg, states that the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Canal has been used in the fiscal year 1899- 
1900 by 26,279 toll-paying vessels, with a total of 3,488,767 tons 
(register) net, an increase of 463 vessels and 370,927 tons 
over the preceding year. The above number includes 11,277 
steamships of 2,748,918 tons, 15,248 sailing vessels of 492,121 
tons, and 1,754 barges and scows of 247,728 tons. LEighty- 
five per cent. of all the vessels, with 65 -per cent. of the 
total tonnage, were under the German flag. The following shows 
the nationalities of other boats :— 


Foreign Flags. 1899-1900. 1898-99. 
Per cent. of Per cent. of 
total tonnage. | total tonnacc. 

Swedish ... ove on 6°71 5°27 
Norwegian bes 2-96 3°59 
Belgian ... eke ed 0°40 0°37 
Other flags bis 0-48 024 


When the Elbe-Trave Canal was opened in June last, it was. 
predicted that it would not pay expenses, but the traffic has 
exceeded the expectations of the most sanguine, and the ancient 
city of Liibeck must provide improved landing piers to accom- 


~ 
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modate the increased business brought about by the success of the 
canal. The Consul adds :—* The great Rhine-Elbe Canal scheme 
is buried for the time, owing to the opposition of the Agrarians ; 
but the plan is not dead. Meanwhile, South Germany will have a 
chance of agitating for the realisation of an old project—the 
Danube-Main Canal. There is canal connection at the present 
time, but of a very crude kind.” 


ITALY. 

The “ Gazetta Ufficiale” of the 6th inst. publishes a summary of 

statistics relating to Italian railways in 1898, 
Railways in 1898. which have recently been issued by the 

Inspector-General of Railways. The length 
of line in working in 1898 was 9,782 miles or 104 miles more 
than in 1897. The total cost of construction amounted in 1898 to 
5,876,0001.,1,652,000/. having been added tothis capital sum in 1898. 
The total distance run by trains in 1898 was 43,234,000 miles 
or 1,031,000 miles more than in 1897. The rolling stock on the 
railways of Italy at the end of 1898 comprised 2,966 locomotives, 
8,578 passenger carriages, and 51,711 goods waggons and cattle 
trucks, The total number of passengers carried in 1898 was 
55,670,000, or 1,462,000 more than in the year before, and the 


quantity of goods carried also increased by 1,318,000 tons. 
The receipts and expenditure in 1897 and 1898 were as follows :-— 


— 1897. 1898. 

£ 
Expenditure ... ae 7,932,000 8,092,000 
Net... 8,260,000 3,492,000 


UNITED STATES. 
The ‘“Moniteur des Intéréts ” states the next 
- Pan-American Congress, to be held at Mexico 
ee City in October 1901, the question of the 
way Line, construction of the Pan-American Railway, 
which was discussed at the first Congress held at Washington 
some years back, will again be brought forward. 

The construction of this line, with two sets of rails, over the 
10,220 miles which separate Buenos Ayres from New York would, 
it is estimated, cost 200,000,000 dollars. The length of line 
would be distributed amongst the different countries as under :— 
United States, 2,034 miles; Mexico, 1,644 miles; Guatemala, L69 
miles; Salvador, 220 miles; Honduras, 71 miles; Nicaragua, 
209 miles; Costa Rica, 320 miles; Colombia, 1,065 miles; 
Keuador, 668 miles; Peru, 1,785 miles; Bolivia, 587 miles; 
Argentina, 1,050 miles. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Indian and Eastern Engineer” for last month states as 
follows :—‘‘ Germany,as is well-known, is a keen 


ov . competitor of British manufactures, especially in 

a on in the markets of the East, but this is perhaps more 

aii he particularly true of their ‘dry’ goods branches. 


In engineering and hardware material they are 
not to any extent in the running. The nation, however, which is 
undoubtedly making big inroads into what were still recently British 
preserves, is America. American engines receive at least equal 
favour with British in Japan. In North China the hardly used 
line of the Imperial Chinese Railways was worked by American 
“engines, while in India they have been installed on many 
lines, north, south, east and west; availing themselves of the 
enormous facilities of the American rolling mills, the East Indian 
Railway have been purchasing consignments of rails for their 
permanent-way; the link in the Burmo-Chinese Railway, the 
Gokteik gorge viaduct, is approaching completion at the hands of 
the Pennsylvania Steel Company; American hydraulic dredgers 
have been supplied for the Hooghly and Australian ports; and it 
is said that desperate efforts are being made to place the order for 
the coal transportation plant required at Calcutta with an American 
engineering firm. These are some of the more striking recent 
successes of American engineering enterprise. In the general field 
of hardware supplies their advance, if less dramatic, is as marked. 
The keynote of the American system is adaptability, and adaptability 
is half the battle. It is then essential that the British manu- 
facturer shall use all means at his disposal if he would retain his 
present preponderance.” 


CEYLON. 


The report on Ceylon for 1899, recently received at the Colonial 

Plambago Office, states that, in the matter of mining, 

te plumbago is by far the favourite mineral. It 

Mining. _ is attracting capital within and without the 

Island, and with the settlement of the difficult question as to the 

terms in which the industry can be exploited, more capital will, no 
doubt, be attracted. 

In the year 1899 prices ruled as high as Rs. 1,000 a ton for 
large lumps, and although the price fell to Rs. 700 towards the 
close of the year, the handsome profits to be earned caused ex- 
ceptional activity in this form of mining, which was stimulated 
further by the grant of licenses to prospect on Crown lands. 

Kurunegala has 154 plumbago mines. In the Sonthern Pro- 
vince 117 acres of land supposed to contain plumbago were leased 
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for 10 years for Rs. 333,450, and in the Central, Province, 426 
declarations of intention to open mines were recorded. , ts 

The method of working plumbago pits (is in Some, -instances., 
unscientific and rudimentary, but European, firms, are mow in the, 
field, and it is to be hoped will prove as keenly interested in, 
introducing improved methods of working | they. are, strenuous. 
in their endeavours to secure more. b for 
their holdings. vib OF ned? tom yidedoug 


i 
127 tol 


STRAITS. SETTLEMENTS...) 


1 
The report on the Straits Settlements for'1899 joey feveived’ at 
the Colonial Office, states that’ fire! frond” 
Liquid Fuel. in Dutch’ Borneo; brouylit ‘to the’ 
extent: 24;000 ‘tons, ands it is ‘probable that! 
trade in this fuel’ Wilk: show considerable ekpansion int near 


adi 


future. 10 [stot ato duo 16 ds 
Sumatra ;>supplies from:Burma being: Houble the: 1898: 
It is ndteworthy thatthe: importation ‘in’ ecnsés ‘and’ tins ‘of 
Russian oil from Batotm*has beet: ‘entirely’ superseded 


Ibi tis, in ‘the issuegt ndustries” (Burban) for the 17th, uit, em 
‘Gorabination’ | four ofthe Natal Colliery Companies,the Dandees 
the’ Coal Trade! “Nayigation, St. ;George’s, and; Natal, ‘Marine, 
have, combined together, to. secure the contracts, 
the snpply. of a:large, proportion of the, coal requirements of. the; 
Government. the amount of about 70,000 tons—+ 
the year 1901. The writer in “Industries” goes on. to, say,.that 
tothe requirements of the export trade. Natal, must/look for 
e, st for coal ; and ossessing, as she undoubtedly 
does,, the, best qua ity coal to be, found in; all South Africa, itis 
she, |banld to, the adjacent Colony to. place. her 
rim orte coal, it. may be said ;:to. be_a matter for con- 
p= La that, Natal possesses the, coal of, such,a quality as to 
her to, compete, even. with ‘best: ‘Welsh coal from the 
Mother Country, to hota 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “Queensland: Government’ Mining Journal ” the 15th 
October last reports that, speaking of dred 
'Dredge-mining. mining in New Z ekland, the Minister for 

Mines of that Colony, in his annual statement 
recently submitted to says— 
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This system of working river-beds and alluvial flats for the gold 
therein contained is a most important one, and the industry is 
rapidly expanding. On the 3Jst March last only four dredges 
were actually at work in the Marlborough and West Coast districts, 
but, owing to the success which has attended this method of 
mining in the south, the attention of investors and speculators has 
been turned to other centres, and at the present time there are 
probably not less than 70 dredges actually in course of construction 
for various parts of the districts referred to, some of which are 
fast approaching completion. The results obtained by the first 
new machines put to work at places hitherto untried by dredging 
will be awaited with anxious interest. Claims, intended to be 
worked by dredging, have been taken up in large numbers on the 
rivers and flats of Marlborough, Nelson, and Westland. 

The number of dredges actually working in Otago and Southland 
on the 31st March last is returned at 81 out of a total of 97, with 101 
others under construction. Apart altogether from the men employed 
in dredge-building, each dredge is estimated to be responsible 
for the average direct regular employment of at least 11 men 
(including coal miners, carters, &c.), and contributes in an indirect 
manner to the farming, wagon-building, and other industries. The 
importance of gold-dredging to the public welfare may be some- 
what gauged from the above statement. 

In parts of Otago, but more especially in Southland, large areas 

of auriferous flat land, in the neighbourhood of rivers or streams, 
have been taken up for dredging, and several dredges are in 
operation. It is found that the land so worked is, as a rule, 
rendered practically valueless for agricultural purposes, and where 
the gold is fine a considerable proportion of it is carried away by 
the subsoil and clay, as these, together with the auriferous gravels, 
are mixed in the sluice-box or screen. 
' This damage to land and the loss of gold referred to are two 
important considerations which are engaging the attention of the 
Mines Department with a view to some satisfactory method being 
devised—and, if possible, of being made applicable to most 
existing dredges—for first stripping the surface soil and clay 
and depositing them on the tailings well behind the dredge, thus 
enabling the land to be fairly well restored, and the gravel to be 
treated for the extraction of its contained gold without the 
mixture of surface clay. 


The Australian press points out that coal-mining in New 
Zealand is just now attracting additional atten- 
_ Coal Mining. tion in view of the possible dearth of coal 
throughout the Colony, and the increased 
demand in other parts of Australia and the world. The “ Australian 
Mining Standard” states that the output from the West Coast 
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companies for the quarter ending 30th June amounted to 141,760 
tons, made up as follows:—Denniston, 52,341 tons; Millerton, 
36,311 tons; Brunnerton, 34,476 tons; Blackball, 18,630 tons. 
These figures give an increase of 8,775 tons over the previous 
quarter, and 7,118 tons for the June quarter of 1899. For the six 
months of the current year the aggregate output shows an increase 
of 21,741 tons against the corresponding period of 1899. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “Southern Cross” (Buenos Aires) states that the existence 

of a lake of natural asphalte in the Province of 

Asphalte. Jujuy determined the Argentine Minister of 

Agriculture to have an analysis made of the 

material, which has turned out to be of excellent quality. The 

Jujuy asphalte in its natural state is said to be just as good as that 

used in the paving of Argentina streets. Samples have been sent 

by the discoverers to the United States to be refined and prepared 

by the same methods as those used in the case of the Trinidad 
product. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 


The report on the Straits Settlements, recently issued by the 

iis Colonial Office, states that the share of the 

_— - United Kingdom in piece goods sent to the 

P Colony fell from 82 per cent. of the total quantity 

and 86 per cent. in total value in 1898 to 754 per cent. in quantity 
and about 80 per cent. in value in 1899. 

The rise in the price of Manchester goods towards the latter half 
of 1899 was taken advantage of locally to indent heavily on stocks, 
but delay in making purchases to replenish these took place, in spite 
of an active local market, so that an actual decrease is apparent in 
piece goods imported. 

The increased proportion received from other countries was 
chiefly in favour of Asiatic countries. 

The large trade in sarongs, slendangs, and kains, which some 
years ago was entirely in the hands of continental manufacturers, 
is being rapidly acquired by the United Kingdom, and in 1899, for 
the first time for many years, supplies from the United Kingdom 
exceeded those from all other European ports. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
: from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week al the 15th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... ve ee 268, 9d. 
Barley... Seis ise 258. 7d. 
For further particulars see p. 665. 


A statement is published on p. 666, showing the quantities of the 
;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the 15th inst.; as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


CEYLON. 
In the report on Ceylon recently received at the Colonial Office, it 
ale is stated that a prospective expenditure ot 
Irrigation Works. Rs. 5,000,000 on to over 
some years, was sanctioned. ‘Tea continues to prosper, and cocoa- 
nut cultivation will always form a sound investment, while cocoa, 
cardamoms, and other like products yield a good return. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 122,545, and the number imported during the 
50 weeks ended the 13th inst. was 3,333,367, 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 13th 
inst., 10,027 bales, and for the 50 weeks, 379,708. 
For further details see p. 664. 


GOLD COAST. 
In a report on the Gold Coast recently received at the Colonial 
Office, it is stated that the total value of imports 
Trade in 1899. in 1899 was 1,152,478/., and the value of 
exports 1,111,738/., thus making the total 
value of the trade of the Colony for the year 1899 2,264,216/., an 
increase of 310,882/. on the previous year. 
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The following table shows the trade in four principal articles of 
export in each of the last three years :— 


Miscellaneous. 
The two following comparative tables show that the greater 
proportion of the import and export trade is with the United 
Kingdom :— 
Imports. 
From the From From 
Year. United British Foreign Totals. 
Kingdom. | Colonies. | Countries. 
| 
= £ £ £ 
1895 ... 539,718 81,897 173,366 794,981 
1896 ... 569,828 28,520 179,661 768,009 
1897 ... ue 526,411 60,787 196,990 784,188 q 
’ 1898 .. 726,197 43,101 191,038 960,336 i 
1899 ... 858,721 54,079 239,678 1,152,478 
Exports. 
| 
| tothe To To | 
Year. | United British Foreign Totals. 1 
| Kingdom. | Colonies. | Countries. ' 
1895 ... | 586,415 38,211 253,177 877,803 
1896 ... 536,106 37,471 218,534 792,111 
aa 35,667 240,222 857,793 
1898 ... 713,335 41,667 237,996 992,998 
1899 ... pie a «| 767,575 70,762 273,401 1,111,738 
| 
Palm Oil. Palm Kernels. Rubber. Timber. 


Year. 
Galions. | Value. Tons. Value, Lbs. Value. Feet. Value. 
£ £ £ £ 
1897... 2,021,716 | 107,737 10,836 69,818 || 4,957,016 | 439,913 {15,236,216 | 90,569 
1898... ...| 2,145,138 | 114,288 9,732 66,378 || 5,984,984 | 551,667 | 13,620,965 | 110,331 q 
| 
1899... .. 3,328,919 | 183,204 12,664 | 106,156 || 5,572,554 | 555,781 \11,990,832 87,076 1 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. | 


The report on the Straits Settlements recently issued by the 

Colonial Office states that the cement trade is 

Cement Trade. gradually passing into the hands of continental 

traders. At one time the continental imports 

fluctuated between a ninth and a fourth of the amount received 

from England, but in 1899, for the first time, continental imports 
actually exceeded those from the Mother Country. 


| 
| 
i 
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RUSSIA. 


In an article in the “ Industrie und Handelsblatt” of Berlin, the 

Giveeetitel organ of the German-Russian Association, on 

iene. the reasons for the alteration in the taxation of 
foreign commercial travellers in Russia, which 
is to come into force on the Ist (14th) prox. (see ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” 6th September, p. 596), it is stated that commercial 
travellers in Russia are not liable to take out a trading license if they 
travel in order to purchase goods only. The new legal definition of 
“commercial travellers” in Russia reads:—‘ As commercial 
travellers are to be considered persons who take orders for goods 
and trade in goods by means of samples, on the account of their 
principals.” 


According to the “‘ Journal de St. Petersbourg” of 13th (26th) ult., 
the annual yield of fish in European Russia is 

Fishing Industry. divided approximately among the different 
species as follows :-— 


Tons. 

surgeon ... use one 41,000 
Salmon ... ed 54,000 
Carp and dog-fish “id 918,000 
Fresh-water herrings... ... 156,000 
Other kinds of sea fish ... i. <a 50,000 
» fresh water fish 80,000 


Speaking generally, sea-fishing has not developed much in Russia, 
owing to the fact that the Black Sea and the Baltic are compara- 
tively poor in fish, whilst the White Sea and the Arctic Ocean 
where fish are abundant wash shores that are almost deserted. 

In consequence of the undeveloped state of the sea-fishing 
industry, Russia imports large quantities of herrings and cod. 
The importation of herrings from Scotland and Norway, especially, 
has risen gradually from 64,554 tons in 1870 to 142,000 tons 
in 1898. 


BELGIUM. 


In concluding his recent report to the Foreign Office, the British 
. Vice-Consul at Ghent alludes to the quantity of 
Hints to Traders. printed matter which reaches him from British 


manufacturers, announcing their goods, and illustrating their 
advantages, which advertisements are placed at the disposal of the 
public. These lists, circulars, books of reference, &c., which used 
to be only in the English language, have lately had, in some 
instances, the French translation added to them. It is very 
desirable, says the Vice-Consul, that this should be more general if 
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any good results are to be expected. But better far would it be in 
every way, if British firms having specialities to offer, would more 
often send suitable travellers to call upon Ghent commercial and 
industrial houses in the interests of the trade; for, that British 
manufactures are recognised as the best, though not always the 
cheapest, is shown in some branches at least, by the employment 
of English words on articles of foreign make with which one comes 
in contact. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,540.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Ghent, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Trade in Cement Office, states that one of the most prosperous 
Seieent Ghee > of Ghent industries is the manufacture of 
&e » cement, cement stones, and similar objects, and 
y the export trade to the British Isles has of late 
years taken considerable extension. Total exports of these articles, 
which for 1897 were registered at 14,040 tons, increased in 1898 to 
21,076 tons, and in 1899 to 26,067 tons. Although in these totals 
are included the consignments from the interior of the country, 
notably from Tournai, the bulk is made up of shipments from Ghent 
works. Great effort is made to maintain the reputation of the article 
for quality ; and the price at which it can be offered by reason of 
cheap labour, secures a ready market in the British Isles and in 
the colonies. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,540.) 


GERMANY. 


According to a report of the French Consul at Stuttgart published 
Th rt in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 
» ape t 29th ult., the General Export Agency of 
7 - Stuttgart is again able to show an increase of 
gat. business as compared with preceding years. 
This Agency not only assists the trade of Wiirtemberg, but, 
owing to its system of organisation, it is enabled to afford much 
service to foreign buyers, more especially French. Indeed, lately 
the “ Agence Generale d’Exportation” has received either orders or 
visits resulting in orders from nearly all the countries of the world, 
including a large number of French cities, among which may be 
mentioned Paris, Nancy, Contrexéville, Lunéville, Lyon, Bordeaux, 
Marseilles, and Lourdes. 
The report of the Agency does not show the figures representing 
the value of the orders received ; it only states in this connection 
that during the first three months of the year 1900 the business 


transactions of the Agency have, compared with the same period of — 


1899, more than doubled. 

It is to be observed that the Agency, in its report, is extremely 
guarded in its statements concerning the operations undertaken, a 
condition brought about, no doubt, by the nature of the concern. 


B2 


| 
| 
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Miscellaneous. 


The Director of the Agency personally visited Antwerp, Brussels, 
Cologne, Hamburg, Bremen, Berlin, Leipzig, and Frankfort, in 
order to come into direct relationship with the exporters in these 
important centres of commerce. He has succeeded, notably in 
Belgium, in establishing profitable relations with Belgian 
exporters. . 

The branch house established at Hamburg by the agency shows 
an increase of 45 per cent. in business transactions over that of 
1899. The sample rooms, situated in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the Hamburg exchange, are much frequented both by the native 
exporters and by foreign buyers visiting Hamburg from all parts 
of the world. ‘ 

The results shown are interesting, inasmuch as they indicate 
clearly the successful efforts made by manufacturers of the interior 
of Germany to export their products to foreign countries through 
the medium of large centres of export in Germany itself or even 
outside Germany. Other manufacturers might profit by this idea 
in connection with their own produce, bearing in mind the ex- 
ceedingly favourable facilities such a port as Hamburg offers, and 


. the advantages to be obtained from a collection of samples similar 


to that of the branch house of the agency. 


A despatch, dated 4th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Munich stating 


: our sag that in consequence of the demand made in 
Russia for German technicians, the Bavarian 


Minister of Public Education is arranging for 
a special class for teaching Russian to scholars in the high 
schools under the direction of Professor Max Gauter. 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


A despatch, dated 4th inst., has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from H.M. Minister at Paris, enclosing 

Trade in 1899. _ statistics showing the trade of the French 

Colony of Senegal, in 1899, taken from a 

recent report of the American Chamber of Commerce in Paris, 
as follows :— 


Imports. 
From France | From other 
Year. and Colonies. Countries. Total. 
£ £ 

1896 ... 639,000 408,000 1,047,000 
1897 ... 679,000 488,000 1,167,000 
1898 ... 839,000 487,000 1,326,000 
1899 ... 1,450,000 647,000 2,097,000 


] 
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Miscellaneous. 
Exports. 
To France To other 
Year, andiColonies, | Countries, Total. 
& £ 

1896 ... 538,000 245,000 783,000 
1897 ... 644,000 201,000 845,000 
1898 ... 925,000 241,000 1,166,C00 
1899 ... 699,000 250,000 949,000 


The principal¥ articles imported were: cotton gocds, wine, 
tobacco, sugar, kola nuts, beads, hardware, powder, salt, &c. 
Among the articles exported were: gold, ground nuts, gum, caout- 
chouc, palm kernels, bird feathers, skins. 

Saint Louis, Dakar, and Rufisque are the principal ports: they 
are connected by a railway 163 miles in length—another railway 


82 miles long connects Kayes with Bafoulabé; this line is being 
extended from the latter place to Bamnako on the Niger. 


ITALY. 


According to statistics published by the Italian Ministry of 
Agriculture, Industry and Commerce, the 


ana de number of emigrants leaving Italy during the 
of 1900 - first six months of the present year compares 


as follows with the figures for the corresponding 
period of 1899 :— 


First Six Months of— 
1899, 1900. 
Number of emigrants leaving Italy— 
Permanently or for an indefinite period ... 63,300 76,967 
Total oad 202,796 226,335 


The total number of emigrants from Italy was 308,339 in 1899, 
as compared with 283,715 in 1898. : 


UNITED STATES. 
A despatch, dated 26th ult., has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Chicago, drawing attention 
——— to to the fact that at the recent election in the 
State of Missouri, a constitutional amendment 
. was carried providing for the taxation of mort- 
gages, on the principle that the tax upon real estate should be 


| 
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Companies for the 


Miscellaneous. 


equitably apportioned between the owner of the property and the 
holder of any mortgage thereon. 

A printed copy of the above-mentioned amendment, together 
with the observations of the Consul thereon, may be seen by those 
interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


JAPAN. 


A despatch, dated 19th October last, has been received at the 

Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 

a forwarding translation of-an Imperial 

: Ordinance, dated the 14th September, regulating 

wre eae the formation of companies established in Japan 

; : for the construction of railways in foreign 
Foreign Countries. countries. 

A copy of the translation may be seen on application at the 

Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 

ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Japanese 


- REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Manchester.—At a meeting of the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce on the 12th inst., Mr. John Thomson, president, in 
the chair, the minutes of the African Sectional Committee contain- 
ing the report of a discussion by the Committee on the Lagos 
rubber-tree regulations, which were recently brought under its 
notice by the Lagos Chamber, were laid before the Chamber. The 
“Manchester Guardian,” in a report of the above meeting in its 
issue of the 15th inst., states that it appears that with a view 
to the preservation of the rubber industry the Lagos Colonial 
Government has placed restrictions on the “tapping” of trees and 
the sale and purchase of rubber in certain districts. The Lagos 
Chamber a few weeks ago addressed a letter to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Colony urging that these restrictions should be 
removed or at least modified. It was stated that ‘‘trade is 
extremely bad in the Colony, and the Chamber is of opinion that 
it is partly due to the restrictions, which are diverting the rubber 
industry to other colonies.” The African Committee having last 
week had the advantage of an interview with Sir William 
M‘Gregor, the Governor of Lagos, resolved to recommend to the 
Board that a letter be addressed to the Secretary of State for the 


_@olonies ‘to ‘the following effect :—(1.) That the Chamber is not 


fy 
| 
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sufficiently well informed to express an opinion on the demand of 
the Lagos Chamber that the restrictions on the rubber trade 
should be withdrawn. (2.) That the matter is of sufficient im- 
portance to make it advisable that the Governor should receive 
instructions to inquire into all the points raised by the Lagos 
Chamber, after his return to the Colony, so that he may be in a 
position to judge whether it is possible to modify the restrictions. 
(3.) That in the opinion of the Committee some restrictions are 
needed, and that the best way of making them effective is by 
securing the goodwill of the chiefs and by working through their 
agency. (4.) That the chiefs should be encouraged to prevent 
overtapping the trees and to plant young trees in place of those 
which are killed. (5.) That it is desirable to pass an Ordinance 
making it penal to buy or sell “root rubber.” (6.) That measures 
should be taken which will render it impossible for the native 
police to show the undue harshness to the people which is alleged 
to have been manifested. The Board sanctioned the despatch of 
a letter to Mr. Chamberlain in accordance with these suggestions. 

Correspondence with the Foreign Office was submitted with 
reference to a regulation made by the port authorities at Con- 
stantinople which imposes a new and very heavy charge upon 
merchandise shipped to the Black Sea and other ports via 
Constantinople. It has long been the practice to transfer such 
merchandise over the ship’s side to the steamers proceeding to the 
other ports; but the new regulation forbids transhipment from 
steamer to steamer, requiring that the goods should be landed on 
the quay at Constantinople and afterwards re-embarked. It was 
represented to Lord Salisbury that according to credible information 
received by the Chamber the accumulated expenses attending this 
method were equivalent to an additional charge of 5 per cent. to 
the cost of distribution of some important classes of goods. A 
request was added that Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte 
might be instructed to inquire into the circumstances of the new 
departure, and to use such influence as he could properly exert in 
favour of the withdrawal of an order which must prove in practice 
an important obstruction to British trade with Turkey. A reply 
was read stating that the matter should receive the attention of 
the Foreign Office. 

A further minute of the African Sectional Committee referred 
to the insanitary state of the coast towns in the British West 
African colonies. The Committee proposed to invite a conference 
with the Liverpool Chamber with a view to sending a joint 
deputation to the Colonial Office for the purpose of making 
representations to the Secretary of State, especially upon the 
question of the disposal of sewage, for which at present no effectual 
provision is made. The Board approved these proceedings and 
authorised the holding of a conference and the despatch of a 
deputation if considered desirable. 


| | 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 50 Weeks ended 13th December, 1900. 


Week 50 Weeks 
ended ended 
13th December,|13th December, 
1900. 1900. 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
EastIndian ... one 559 76,661 
Miscellaneous ... ove one ove 560 67,338 
Total .. 122,545 3,333,367 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eco ove eee eee eee > 12,682 
East Indian 599 36,404 
Egyptian 175 75,348 
Miscellaneous .. = ‘ 15 10,227 
se 10,027 379,708 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
15th December, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bua. 
Wheat ese 52,876 2 26 9 
Barley vee 155,556 25 7 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oata. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus.|) «. d, a, 4, 
1896 «| 47,907 O |116,427 5 | 13,970 4 31 3 24 10 16 
6 (148,957 0 | 16,183 5 34 1 26 4 17 
1898 +..| 67,647 4 |149,915 7 | 22,679 4 27 2 28 5 17 
1899 —.,.| 78,772 4 [135,344 3 | 22,889 4 25 4 25 7 16 


| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of E puis kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the Uni 
15th December, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 


ted Kingdom in the week ended 


corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
15th Dec., ing week 
1900. * in 1899, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... cos Number 11,538 7,627 
Sheep and lambe ... cco 7,912 6,268 
Swine eee eee eee oo ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts, 81,925 81,885 
Mutton... ove ose ” 48,162 38,072 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon Cwts. 137,678 115,531 
Pork 3,535 4,448 
—_ unenumerated, salted or fresh - oe 10,236 11,521 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than bysalting 17,247 25,919 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cheese 47,202 44,910 
Milk, condensed 21,580 11,645 
- ‘Milk’ and cream, fresh ‘or preserved, 
than condensed eos 1,103 450 
Poultry and game ~ ose Value £ 99,081 53,952 
Rabbits dead (not tinned) Cwts. 8,252 4,441 
Cor, rain, meal and flour : 
Cwts, 1,187,800 1,318,300 
Whest-meai’ andfiour 419,200 8,4 
288,900 223,900 
Oats 215,600 280,800 
Peas 68,000 71,900 
Maize or Indiancorn ... 1,310,900 1,507,700 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apples... 106,810 158,361 
Apricots and peaches* ... 1900, 
Bananas* ... nie Bunches, 19,784 
Cwts, Bushels. 
tl 
rapes... 248 773 
in + 43,763 37,754 
1900, 350,197 341,988 
Unenumerated ... ove ° 2,470 16,253 
ove Tons, 1,595 3, 148 
Hops ... 13,780 6,083 
vi bles, raw :— 

‘ Bushels 177,047 121,401 
Potatoes ... woe oo Cwis. 204,496 67,603 
Tomatoest eee eee 9,348 
Unenum oc 12115 20,308 


* These fruits were inlued with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of November, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may 
be purchased at a cost of 8s. 45d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
November; Diseases of Occupations; Strikes and Lock-outs of 1899; 
Application of the Conciliation Law in France in 1899; The Price 
of Bread; Co-operation in 1899; Legal Cases affecting Labour, 
&e., &e. 

RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent of the Board of Trade 
on Trade Unions in 1899. [Cd. 422.] Price 1s. 64d. 

This is the twelfth annual report to the Board of Trade on Trade 
Unions and deals with the year 1899, comparative statistics being 
given for the seven preceding years. 

During 1899 the total number of trades unions decreased from 
1,310 to 1,292. This decline of 18 is due to amalgamation of that 
number of smaller unions with larger organisations, the number of 
unions (30) formed during the year being the same as the number 
dissolved. 

The total membership, however, of the trade unions rose during 
the year from 1,649,231 to 1,802,518, an increase of 153,287 or 9 
per cent., the greatest proportionate increase in any of the eight 
years covered by the report. 

Statistics are also given as to the finances of 100 principal trade 
unions. In 1899 their income was 1,864,006!. as corapared with 
1,917,2691. in 1898, and their expenditure 1,279,506. as compared 
with 1,491,120/. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies vee ne 1d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1809) TA vos |, Re. 
2374 | Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) we] 
2375 Germany, Prussian 1897- 1900 ld. 
- 2376 Naples (1899)... 
2377 Hangchow (1898) 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898- 99) ... | 
2382 New Orleans and District d das 2d. 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899) .. 13d. 
2389 | Para (1898-99) ink 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . ose 83d. 
2391 | Texas (1899) . iss it wel 
2392 Curagoa and Dependencies (1899) 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899).. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) ooo | - 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas lid. 
2397 Japan (1899) . 23d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 
2400 Germany (1899) | 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast t (1899) Ke we | 2d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) oe | hd. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) | 
2408 Patras and District (1899) 
2409 Calais (1899) ... aks 
2410 Pireeus (1899)... 
2411 Cyclades (1899) 
2412 Brest (1899) ... 1d. 
2413 | Lombardy (1899) fas 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... 
2416 | Trieste (1899) ... 4 14d. 
2417 | Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 
2422 | Rosario (1899) we id. 
2423 New York (1899) ose 23d. 


i 
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No. Place. | Price. 
2424 Batoum (1899) ose eee ose lid. 
2425 | Poland (1899) w | 2d. 
2429 Ichang (1899)... ov 3d. 
2430 | Shashih (1899) 4d. 
2431 Hamburg (1899) ove 
2433 Philadelphia (1899) _... ave ove | 2d. 
2435 Nice and District (1899) oes oo | Id. 
2436 Philippine Islands ove oe | 
2437 Pakhoi (1899) ose ose eee 43d. 
2439 | Amsterdam (1899)... 
2440 Pondicherry (1899)... ooo ove 1d. 
2441 | Beirut (1899) we | 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899)... ooo | 
2443 Swatow (1899) ove ove we | 1d, 
2445 | Bilbao (1899) an | 
2446 Dunkirk (1899) eve 1d. 

2448 | Switzerland (1899)... we | ad. 

2449 | Hangchow (1899) a | 


2451 Canary Islands (1899) ... 


2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... 1d, 
2455 Denmark (1899) ese eee ove eee 9d. 
2456 Bengazi (1899) see see 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... ooo | 
2458 Elba (1899)... ove ose ose 
2459 Baghdad (1899) ove ove ove 4d, 
2460 Barcelona (1899) ow | 23d. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) eee ose eee 
2463 Honduras (1899) ove ove eee 1d. 
2464 Sonora (1899) ove ove 1}d. 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) lid, 
2467 Samshui (1899) ose ove 
2468 Salonica (1899) ore eee 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) ons ove | 1d, 
2471 Norway (1899) eos aes 43d. 
2472 Algeria (1899) ose ose oe | 


2478 Cuba (1899) ... oot 
2474 Sardinia (1899) ove oes ove 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) ... soe oo | 

2d 


2476 Boston (1899)... coe one an 
2477 Erzeroum (1899) aes ane 1d. 
2478 Chefoo (1899) aos ove ove ove 1d. 
2479 Argentine (1899) dos oes 1d, 
2480 Buenos Ayres(1899)_ ... 2d. 
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No. Place. Price. 
2481 Chile (1899) . 3d. 
2482 Greece (Finances i in 1900) Aad, 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) 2d. 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) ove 3d. 
2485 French Indo-China one 4a. 
2489 Bavaria (1899) = oe | 288. 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) ___... = | Bad. 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 
2492 Hawaiian Islands (1899) bes 1d. 
2493 | Bulgaria (1899) ae | 43d. 
2494 Martinique (1899) eee 1d. 
2496 | Lecce (1899) ... wwe | 28d. 
2497 | Central Africa Protectorate (1899) 
2498 | Society Islands (1899)... 
2499 Newchwang (1899)... bie int 
2502 | Amoy (1899) . 1d. 
2503 Hakodate (1899) 1d. 
2504 (Textiles in "1898) 23d. 
2505 Riga (18 ove eos are 13d. 
2506 San dl (1899) ion 23d. 
2507 Northern Portugal (1899) 14d. 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ot 
2510 Portland (1899) bie 3d 
2511 Corea (1899) . ove we | 2d. 
2518 Madagascar (1899) ld. 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana (1899) 1d, 
2515 | Belgium (1899) we | 
2516 Dantzig, and d Memel (1899) oot 
2517 Madeira (1899) 4d. 
2518 Chiengmai (1899) ne 1d. 
2519 Rome (1899) ... | dd. 
2520 | Zanzibar (1899) wot 
2521 Fiume (1899) .. 4d. 
2522 Odessa and District (1899) 7d. 
2523 Germany (1899) we | 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary we | 2d, 
2525 North Formosa (1899) .. 
2526 Argentine Republic Finances .. ib 1d. 
2527 | Mexico (1899) 
2529 | Sicily (1899) ... in 
2530 | Iceland (1897-99) 
2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899- 1900) oo ee os 6d. 
2532 Wurtemberg (1899-19u0) eo oe eo 2:d. 
2533 Khorassan (1899-1900) .. ee ld. 
2534 Caucasus (Agriculture 1900) 1d. 
2535 St. Petersburg (1899) | 
2536 East Africa Protectorate (1899) .. |: 
2537 Dominican Republic (1899) ose ove de 4d. 
2588 Uruguay (1899) ld. 
2539 Vera Cruz (1898, 1899, and _ of 1900)... ~e 2d. 
2540 | Ghent (1899) .. oat ld. 
2541 Nagasaki (1899) 4d. 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
519 Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... eee ooo 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... ove 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| 1d. 
522 | Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove we] 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis ove 4d. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American 
527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 
sources of Tripoli... 
528 | Germany.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 
June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia ae on the Waterway between the Baltic and 
Black Sea ... 1d. 
530 Brazil.—Report on the “State of Amazonas 24d. 
531 Austria-~-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 
dustry in Hungary 
532 United States, —Mining Industry | of Colorado eee “a 1d. 
, 533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway 33d. 
534 a doo .—Report on the present state of the. Belgian Coal, 
etal, and Glass Industries ... ee 4d. 
535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899 ...| 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers 
to South Africa ove ld. 
537 United States—Cattle Trade in Kansas ... oe ave 4d. 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia ld. 
539 psn —Agriculture and horse and cattle breeding ‘in Kago- 
shima Prefecture... 1d. 
540 Germany.—Report on Carbide of Calcium and Acetylene in 
Germany 2d. 
541 United States Report on Mining in the Butte District of " 
Montan ld. 
) 542 Switzerland. —British Trade with Switzerland for the year 2 
1899 23 
543 Netherlands —Report on Commerce 
Treaty Series. 
The iefering anaes of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No. Price, 
1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 4d. 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 


exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 


4d. 


| 
= 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France coed mea 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic ae between the 


two countries na 4d, 
4 Declaration between the United om and the Grand 

Duchy of Luxemburg Apaiaiaied the Reciprocal Protection 

of Trade Marks oe 


5 Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865... 
6 International Sanitary Convention * 8d. 
7 Convention and Declaration between the United ‘Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 4d. 
8 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment o ‘ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 4d. 
9 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals 14, 
10 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration __... 4d, 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- , 
satin the Telegraphic Communication between the two 


untries 
12 aeamaten of the Republic of Uruguay "to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field 4d. 
13 International “Convention respecting the Liquor ‘traffic in 


Africa 
14 Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras ...| 14d, 
15 Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ...| 3d. 
16 | Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 

to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam .. 4d. 


17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property 4d, 
18 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the B ‘itish Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settle nents... Id, 
19 Convent on between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c.| 4d. 
20 Addition \1 Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
Septe nber, 1888, respecting the exchange of parcels by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius 4d. 
21 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam, relative 
to Taxation on Land held or owned by British oe 
in Siam eee 4d. 


No. | | Price. 
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Government Publications. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
283 Jamaica ore oe ee oe eee 4d, 
284 Lagos eee ee eee oe ore 1d, 
285 Seychelles eee eee eee ld, 
286 Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands we | 
287 Straits Settlements oes | 
288 Basutoland ... ove ow |, 3d, 
289 Niger Coast Protectorate one oo | 
292 British New Guinea... ope 
294 Barbados ene | 23d. 
295 Malta eee ove eee oes 
296 Fiji ... ess 
297 Turks and Caicos Islands abe 
299 Sierra Leone ... ove | 24d. 

302 Mauritius and Rodrigues ose ove | 84d. 
303 Trinidad and Tobago ... | 
304 Straits Settlements es ooo | 
306 Gold Coast . «od ove 
307 Ceylon owe ‘ooo SG 

Miscellaneous. 

No. Place. | — Price. 
1 Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture -... ooo] 
3 Sierra Leone... . Geology and Botany 
+ Canada .... Emigration ost} 


Bahamas... ove ...| Sisal Industry... 


6 Hong Kong ... Bubonic Plague ... eof 24, 
7 Newfoundland Mineral Resources Ls. Od. 
8 Western Paciic... ...| British Solomon Islands.. wel 44d. 
9 Dominica... Agriculture eos] 94d. 
10 Virgin Islands ...| Condition during 1897... 44d, 
ll Grenada... owe Agriculture in Carriacou eee] dd. 
12 Anguilla... “re ...| Vital Statistics, 1898  ... 
13 Cook Islands... ose ---| Trade 1899 ld. 
14 Bahamas _... ove --| Notes on the planting of the Pita 4d. 
Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 


| 
! 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. — 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shal 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
{under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d. 
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